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Mihi ct aliis comparibus meis per littcras vestras innotuit,
ut, per Mem ct ligantiam quam vobis dcbemus, per breve
nostrum pendens extra sigillum, mandarcmus quot milites
haberemus de vetcri fcodamcnto dc tern pore Ilenrici regis avi
vestri, et quot milites haberemus de novo feodamento post
tempos regis Henrici avi vestri, et quot milites habcamus
super dominium nostrum. Inde est quod vobis, ut domino
moo karissimo, mando quod de veteri foodamento nullum
militem habco, practer feodum unius quern mihi cum quadam
libcrali muliere, nomine Eva, qtiae modo est haorcs, per ser-
vitium unius mint is dedistis, faciendo servitiuin ad custum
vcstrum. De novo autem feodamento nullum habeo militem
vcl super dominium mourn. Kt vobis quidem ot filio vestro
hominium ct ligantiam feci. [Red Book of the Exchequer, ed.
Hall, i. 277,]

A. D. 1170.    INQUEST OF SHERIFFS.

When Henry II returned from the Continent in the spring
of 1170, after an absence of four years, he \vas received with
loud complaints of the exactions of the sheriffs and bailiffs, and
of the oppressiveness of their jurisdiction. The country had
been scarcely prepared for the severe way in which Hie Assize
of Clarendon was carried out, and the payment of the aid
on the marriage of the king's eldest daughter had been felt
as a heavy tax ; but it is probable that there, had been some
misconduct among the royal officers themselves. For Henry,
who was at this moment anxiously contriving the recognition
and coronation of his eldest son, it was very important to
keep the people contented. Accordingly, shortly after Raster,
in a great council at London, he issued the following commis-
sion to a body of barons errant, and removed the sheriffs of
nearly all the counties from their places.

I. He seems to have taken advantage* of the opportunity
afforded by the complaints of the people to enter upon a
general investigation of the provincial administration of
justice, not merely in the county and hundred courts and
royal demesne, but in the franchises of Iho barons, lay and